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Synopsis

In this first collection of interviews since the bestselling 9-11, our foremost intellectual activist
examines crucial new questions of U.S. foreign policy. In this important program of interviews
conducted by award-winning radio journalist David Barsamian, Noam Chomsky discusses
Americad ™s policies in the increasingly unstable world. With his famous insight, lucidity, and
redoubtable grasp of history, Chomsky offers his views on the invasion and occupation of Iraq, the
doctrine of & cepreemptived - strikes against so-called rogue states, and the prospects of the
second Bush administration, warning of the growing threat to international peace posed by the U.S.
drive for domination. In his inimitable style, Chomsky also dissects the propaganda system that
fabricates a mythic past and airbrushes inconvenient facts out of history. Barsamian, recipient of the
ACLUa& ™s Upton Sinclair Award for independent journalism, has conducted more interviews and
radio broadcasts with Chomsky than has any other journalist. Enriched by their unique rapport,
Imperial Ambitions explores topics Chomsky has never before discussed, among them the 2004
presidential campaign and election, the future of Social Security, and the increasing threat, including
devastating weather patterns, of global warming. The result is an illuminating dialogue with one of
the leading thinkers of our timea “and a startling picture of the turbulent world in which we live. --This

text refers to the Paperback edition.
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There is an exquisitely satisfying moment in the DVD documentary "Manufacturing Consent" where



Noam Chomsky flatly contradicts William F. Buckley’s version of events in Greece in the immediate
aftermath of WWII. Clearly flabbergasted by Chomsky’s command of the facts but perhaps even
more so by his refusal to accept the standard cold-war inspired interpretation of these events,
Buckley eventually loses his temper and is reduced to insisting that he is right and that Chomsky is
wrong. At this remove, the interview, conducted sometime in the late 70s or early 80s, is a
disturbing artifact of a time when facts were important in the making of political argument, for it is
apparent that Buckley is chagrined by his inability to rebut Chomsky on the facts and reduced to
repeating his position with greater and greater insistence. Now, of course, as the right itself
acknowledges, conservatives do not deign to traffic in "fact-based reality." They instead weave and
then don bright, shining garments of red, white and blue, and viciously attack anyone who might
suggest they are clothed in raiment of gray lies and dun dissemblance.And that is precisely why
Chomsky is so valuable. He offers a compelling, fact-based counternarrative to the triumphalist
ideology of Buckley and the scores of conservative apparatchiks that Buckley and his billionaire
inheritance-baby buddies have spawned over the past 30 years -- that same triumphalist nonsense
that, for instance, predicted US troops would be greeted in Baghdad as they were Paris in WWII --

with flowers, champagne and kisses.

There are always gems to be found in anything that Chomsky offers (I agree with the Boston
Globe’s assessment of him as "America’s most useful citizen") but one can always be warned when
the offering is interviews, double-spaced, over time.In this instance, the Introduction is actually
useful and | agree with David Barsamian when he describes Chomsky as an extraordinary distiller
and interpreter of information, who represents all that intellectuals *should* be.One aspect of the
book that is new to Chomsky’s writing is his clear and distinct appreciation for the freedom’s that we
enjoy in America. While we are all subject to the arbitrary declaration by the government that we are
an "enemy combatant" with no rights, on balance Chomsky goes out of his way in this series of
interviews to articulate his love for America and his appreciation of the privileges that attend one
who is both a citizen and a tenured (now retired) professor.As a long-time reader of Chomsky, |
found some delight in his recollection of the beginnings of propaganda (in England, with the stated
intent "to direct the thought of most of the world") and | learned for the first time that Chomsky
credits Walter Lippman with the phrase "manufacturing consent" that Chomsky used as the title of
his most famous co-authored work.Chomsky offers some fascinating geopolitical insights with his
suggestion that the Trans-Siberian Railway might be extended to run down through North Korean

into South Korea, and his views that ASEAN plus 3 (China, Korea, Japan) might rise to super-power



status. | am especially taken with his view that China might be the power that saves America from

itself, orchestrating a balance of power and sanity arrangement from that side of the world.

Recently | read "Imperial Ambitions: Conversations on the Post-9/Il World," (2005, Metropolitan
Books)," which contains interviews by David Barsamian with Noam Chomsky on a wide range of
issues, including the Iragi War. | was deeply disappointed with it. Not because there wasn't a lot of
solid analysis in it. There was. My misgivings dealt with what was left out of the paperback. If the
comedian Stephen Colbert could take on the hawkish Neocon William Kristol and his warmongering
Project for the New American Century (PNAC)-a group which Kristol cofounded-why couldn’t the
leading Guru of the Left, also do so? In addition, Chomsky failed to mention either the repulsive
Kristol or the PNAC. Another thing missing: In Chomsky’s book, the word, "Zionism," only appears
once, and that is on p. 173, where he admitted that in his youth, during his Philadelphia salad days,
he was "very involved in the Zionist Movement." | also noticed that the enormously powerful Israeli
Lobby wasn’t worth a cite at all in this paperback. Yet, we now know, thanks to the prestigious
Harvard Study, that the Israeli Lobby, for over 40 years has exercised "unmatched power," which
was not in the national interest, over the foreign policy of the U.S. Yet, Chomsky ignored this group
completely! Why? Is this the same Chomsky, that Barsamian solemnly tells us, "sets the compass
headings and describes the topography"? Barsamian goes on to say, "It is up to us to navigate the
terrain...He [Chomsky] has an extraordinary power to distill and synthesize reams of information.
And he misses nothing. "Really? Misses nothing! How can that be true if Chomsky missed that six
ton elephant in the room of American politics: the Israeli Lobby? When asked why the U.S. invaded
Iraq, Chomsky said, at p.
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